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account. It shows one week on every page, has an alpha-
betical list for addresses, and a space for notes for 1894 ;
notwithstanding this, its small and convenient size renders it
absolutely unobtrusive in any pocket. Wallet cases suitable
for holding the A B C Pocket Diary and Memorandum Book
are provided at a small cost.

New Inventions.
AN IMPROVED LACRYMAL DIRECTOR AND PROBES.

C. S. JEAFFRESON, M.D. St. And., F.R.C.S.Edin.,
Senior Surgeon to the Northumberland, Durham and

Newcastle Infirmary for Diseases of the Eve.

ALTHOUGH I think it highly undesirable to add unneces-
sarily to the already heavy armamentarium the ophthalmic
surgeon has to support I wish to call attention to a slight
modification of some lacrymal instruments which I have
found useful. I have experienced, and often seen others
experience, some difficulty in accurately manipulating the
director which is ordinarily sold as Bowman’s, because it is

 LOO slender and UOcS not L-LUE 6ULu-

cient bulk to be comfortably grasped
by the fingers. I also have re-
marked that most of these instru-
ments are too thick at the point to
pass into many puncta, and have
frequently found it necessary to 

enlarge the aperture before the I,,
director could be passed. To 
obviate these inconveniences I have
had a handle constructed into
which the proximal end of the
director can be clamped whilst it is
being manipulated, and I have had
the distal end of it made to termi-
nate in a small button like the end
of a Weber’s canaliculus knife.
After the canaliculus has been
slit up and the lacrymal sac

opened the handle can be detached
and fixed to any probe which it
may be considered desirable to pass,
much facilitating this process by
giving a better grasp and enabling
the instrument to be directed with

greater accuracy-a point of im-

portance when power has to be
exerted. The probes are made of pewter and are of a con-
sistence which admits oE being readily, but not too readily,
bent and moulded to suit the exigencies of each case. They
vary in form both as to their thickness and extremities, and
are so inexpensive that with out-patients they may be left in situ
instead ot the ordinary leaden styles now so much in use.
The accompanying engraving well illustrates the modified
instrument, which has been manufactured for me with
excellent finish by Messrs. Wood and Co. of York.

C. S. JEAFFBESON, M.D. St. And., F.R.C.S.Edin.,
Senior Surgeon to the Northumberland, Durham and

 Newcastle Infirmary for Diseases of the Eye.

COMBINED THERMOMETER, PENCIL AND CHART
TABLET.

 MESSRS. SALT AND  SON, Birmingham, have brought under
our notice a very handy little registered case containing a ther-
mometer and a pencil with a celluloid tablet on which to record

the temperature, thus saving the necessity of separate charts.
The pencil is always at hand. The case is neat, compact and
well finished in aluminium bronze and will be found
useful to the medical practitioner.

 "IMPROVED TOILET SPONGE AND TOILET GLOVE."

MESSRS.  CRESSWELL BROTHERS AND SCHMITZ, Red

Lion-square, London, have forwarded us two novel toilet-

accessories, named respectively the ablutonic loofah-backed
sponge and the ablutonic toilet glove. The former is a.

combination of an ordinary sponge and a selected piece-
of loofah (Luffa Egyptica), and is made in a variety of sizes.
for bath and toilet uses. This arrangement renders the loofah
much more handy for purposes of friction, and as it is placed’
over the root, the weakest part of the sponge, its durability
is prolonged. The toilet glove is made of a very soft kind
of Turkey sponge on one side and loofah on the other, both
sides being securely and neatly fastened together. The-

sponge presents a fine surface, while the loofah can be used
for rubbing the skin.

Pharmacology and Therapeutics.
ANTIPYRIN IN LEAD COLIC.

MM. Devic and Chatin have found antipyrin given in quan-
tities of sixty grains daily in divided doses very serviceable
in lead colic, both in its milder and in its more severe forms.
They consider it far superior to other drugs, except belladonna.

ARTIFICIAL CAMPHOR.

A French chemist-M. de Mare-has devised a method of

preparing camphor artificially. Camphene (CxoHxs) is prepared
by distilling very dry hydrochlorate of terebmthine ; the
product is collected in a large globe and heated, ozonised air-
being then introduced so as to mingle with the vapour formed-
This results in a cloud of camphor (C10H18O), which becomes,
deposited on the internal surface of the globe. It is expected
that the method will prove a great commercial success.

POISONING BY EXALGINE DISPENSED INSTEAD OF QUININE..

A somewhat novel error on the part of a pharmacist is.

reported in the Gaceta llledica ltlrtnacipal of Havana by
Dr. Francisco Reynery. A boy two years of age, who
was suffering from malarial fever, was ordered some.

quinine powders, one of which was to be taken every two>
hours. The powders dispensed, however, contained, as was.
afterwards discovered, five grains of exalgine. The first.
dose was stated to have been almost entirely vomited about
half an hour after being taken ; some prostration and two
more attacks of vomiting followed. The second powder was.
given three hours after the first and produced such serious.
symptoms that the mother sent hastily for the practitioner in.
attendance informing him that the child had been poisoned-
When he arrived an hour after the second powder had  been.
given he found the child’s face and hands of a dark-blue tint,
which was still more marked in the nails, the  scrotum
and the penis ; the right half of the lower lip and of
the tongue was black, there was copious vomiting of
mucus, and sweat standing on the head and the upper
part of the body; the pulse could not be counted, the
heart’s sounds were confused, the epigastrium pulsated, and the’
veins of the neck were very marked, and indeed had been stilf
more so, according to the mother’s statement; the carotids-
were pulsating and swallowing movements were frequent :.
the epigastrium was tender upon pressure. The child bad,
passed some dark-grey urine containing traces of albumen.
The symptoms appearing to resemble those due to acetani-
lide the practitioner prescribed coffee and brandy, an enema
containing ether, and a stimulating liniment to be  rubber
over the whole body. On inquiry at the pharmacy the’
exact nature of the dispenser’s error was discovered.
Further examination showed that sensation in the lower
limbs was diminished. After a few hours the discolouration’
had become decidedly less, the temperature, which had been-
a degree below normal, had become normal, the sweating was-
confined to the forehead, there was considerable thirst, but.
no more urine had been passed and there had been no more
vomiting. The next day some dark urine was passed which
contained a considerable amount of albumen ; the colour wap
increased rather than diminished by heat and by the addition
of an acid. The discolouration of the skin, the want of sensa-
tion and the other symptoms gradually disappeared and by
the end of ten days the child was convalescent.
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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 1893.

ONE of the points to which the attention of the Home

Secretary was especially invited by the important deputation
on burial and sanitary reform which he received last week
was the desirability of placing all matters relating to public
health under the control of one Government Department
 having a Minister of Public Health as its head, and this
 was enforced by a quotation from a letter which Sir GEORGE
 BUCHANAN had addressed to Sir SPENCER WELLS to the

following effect : ’’ Pray get your colleagues to feel the idiocy
.of confiding to half a dozen separate Ministers the one

.dominant problem of securing health to the population of the
United Kingdom."
The deputation urged upon the Home Secretary the grave

- risk to public health which is attendant on the existing
.methods of disposing of the dead both before and at the

 time of burial, and they could hardly have chosen a topic
.’better serving than this to illustrate the evils of the

present system of health government in this country.
’The Home Secretary has, it is true, a Burials Department in
 his office ; but on the other hand the provision of cemeteries
is now very largely a matter with which the Local Government
Board are concerned. New cemeteries provided by local

.sanitary authorities are subject to inquiry by the latter depart-
ment, who sanction loans for the purchase and preparation
,of the necessary land, and it is to the Local Government

Board who have compiled model by-laws as to the manage-
ment of cemeteries that the authorities making any
such by-laws must go for sanction. The deputation also

appealed for inquiry into the effect and influence of burial-
,grounds and cemeteries on health, and Mr. ASQUITH prac-
tically promised that such inquiry should be made by
.competent persons. Here again the Local Government

Board have already in some measure intervened. Some few

years ago a ’’ Memorandum on the Sanitary Requirements
of Cemeteries " was prepared in the Medical Department of
,that Board by Dr.  FRANKLIN  PARSONS, and is now regularly
issued as an authoritative document by the department.
A glance at it will show that the department must

.already be in possession of a large amount of material

.-such as the Home Secretary is now asked to obtain,

.and a staff of competent inspectors are already avail-

able to continue the work in additional directions if

xieed be. Then, again, when Mr. ASQUITH was asked

to deal with the question of mortuaries he had to

’explain that Parliament had already vested compulsory
 and other powers as to mortuaries in the Local Govern-

ment Board, and he might have added that that Board

,granted loans for their erection and had issued model regula-
 tions as to their construction and management. Lastly, the

deputation appealed for proper certification of the causes of
death. Here Mr. ASQUITH pointed out that he should

have to consult the President of the Local Government Board.

 For any action which is needed in respect of certificates of
death must be carried out by the Registrar-General, who is

an official attached to that department, since amongst
the matters which were transferred from the Secretary of
State to the Local Government Board under the Act of 1871

was that of "Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages."
In short, the wonder is that the deputation went to the Home

Secretary. The reason probably was that he being a

Secretary of State, whilst the President of the Local Govern-
ment Board has not that dignity, it was assumed that the

comparatively trivial concern the Home Secretary had in
the matters brought before him would be outweighed by
his more dignified position in the Cabinet ; and so long as
the one subject of dealing with the dead is divided, however

unequally, between two large departments of Government

deputations desiring reform will doubtless select the Minister
whose status give’ him most influence.
The above-named considerations bring us to our next

point. Sir GEORGE  BUCHANAN had in general terms

talked of half a dozen Ministers having to do with public
health. Mr. ASQUITH stated that " the supervision of the

public health, so far as the central government is concerned,
is to all intents and purposes in the hands of two depart.
ments-I do not think more than two-this [the Home] Office
and the Local Government Board." But Mr. ASQUITH is

in error ; the control of public health matters is much

more divided than he supposes. Apart from the question
of burials, the Home Office and the Local Government

Board both have to deal with questions affecting the

housing of the working classes. One office works under

one set of statutory provisions and the other office under

another set. The Local Government Board have an

organised staff for their inquiries, the Home Office have to
call in outside help when they hold an inquiry into the sub-

ject. Another matter affecting public health is that of

factories and workshops. Here, again, matters are some-
what, though less, confused. Medical officers of health

have certain functions appertaining to certain workshops, but
the brunt of the administration is borne by the Home Office.
Another example of our complicated system relates to

quarantine. The Quarantine Act is administered by the
Privy Council, who maintain a single quarantine station and
staff. If a vessel with yellow fever on board happens to run
into Southampton the Privy Council deal with it under the
Quarantine Acts ; if it runs into Swansea they leave it to
the sanitary authority to perform their duty as regards this
disease much as they would as regards any other infectious
ailment. On the other hand, the Local Government Board will
have nothing to do with quarantine ; they exert themselves to

prove its uselessness and the vexatiousness of its restrictions,
and they will not listen to authorities who, panic-stricken
about cholera, plead for the renewal of detentions which
have now been abandoned for some forty years in so far as
that disease and this country are concerned.  We come next

to the new Agricultural Department. They deal with a

number of diseases which affect the lower animals, such as

horses, cows, pigs &c., and which also affect the human

subject. Anthrax, tuberculosis, trichinosis and the like come
within their purview. But all their regulations are made
under statutes which are only concerned with the spread
of disease among the lower animals ; they do not profess
even to be able to act when the milk of the affected

cows produces tubercle in the human subject, and until quite


